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SUBJECT: BRIEFING OF CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATIONS TO THE 
PRC 

REF: PEKING 1387 

1. SECRETARY GAVE A VERY BROAD-BRUSH BRIEFING. FOLLOWING 
ARE HIGHLIGHTS. 

2. PRC LEADERS HAVE A HARD-HEADED VIEW OF THE US-PRC 
RELATIONSHIP, AND VALUE IT PRIMARILY AS A MEANS OF MAIN- 
TAINING A WORLD BALANCE OF POWER TO COUNTER THE SOVIET 
UNION. THIS VIEW IS REFLECTED IN THEIR SUPPORT FOR NATO 
AND A STRONG US-JAPAN RELATIONSHIP AND THEIR CONCERN THAT 
THE SOVIETS WILL INCREASE THEIR INFLUENCE IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST AND OTHER REGIONS IN THE WORLD. 
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3. TAIWAN HAS OF COURSE BEEN DISCUSSED BUT IS NOT THE 
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CENTRAL ISSUE IN OUR RELATIONSHIP. WE WILL HAVE TO MOVE 
FURTHER BUT WHETHER IT IS THIS YEAR, NEXT YEAR OR LATER 
IS NOT CRITICAL. THE CHINESE HAVE SAID THAT THE PRESI 
DENT WILL BE WELCOME REGARDLESS OF THE TAIWAN PROBLEM. 

4. THE CHINESE ARE CONCERNED THAT A POWERFUL NORTH 
VIETNAM WILL DOMINATE SOUTHEAST ASIA AND THAT THE 
SOVIETS WILL HAVE NEW OPENINGS IN INDOCHINA. AT PRESENT 
THE SOVIETS HAVE MORE INFLUENCE IN HANOI THAN THE 
CHINESE, BUT HANOI IS NOT A SOVIET STOOGE. THE CHINESE 
ARE SUPPORTING THE CAMBODIANS, AND DID NOT URGE THE 
THAIS AND FILIPINOS TO OUST THE U.S. 

5. REGARDING THE POSSIBILITY OF A SUCCESSION CRISIS; 

WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT WILL HAPPEN AFTER MAO AND CHOU DIE. 
OUTSIDERS KNOW VERY LITTLE ABOUT THE POLITICAL 
DYNAMICS AND DECISION-MAKING PROCESS IN CHINA. 

6. IN THE CONGRESSMEN'S DISCUSSIONS WITH THE CHINESE, 

IT WOULD NOT BE HELPFUL TO MAKE SUGGESTIONS FOR SOLVING 
THE TAIWAN PROBLEM, BUT STRESSING OUR DESIRE FOR A 
PEACEFUL SETTLEMENT WOULD BE USEFUL. THE CHINESE WILL 
WELCOME ANY COMMENTS ABOUT THE U.S. MAINTAINING A GLOBAL 
ROLE IN ASIA AND EUROPE. SOME MENTION OF BIPARTISAN 
CONTINUITY IN OUR FOREIGN POLICY WOULD BE USEFUL. INGERSOLL 
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